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Nigeria’s Statement

Nigeria became a pathfinding country in February of 2017. As part of the Together to
#EndViolence Solutions Summit series, the Federal Government of Nigeria has made
commitments to end vio-lence against children and issued the Leaders Statement.

Key highlights from the Leaders statement are as follows:

1. Allocation of 10 per cent of the country’s annual budget to child protection and
social pro-tection systems and programmes.

2. Enforcement of a ban on corporal punishment in both the federal and states
school systems.

3. Development of appropriate laws and policies relating to cybersecurity, safety
and data protection relating to children.




FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA'S STATEMENT OF
COMMITMENT TO ENDING VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN

Our children represent cur future, and the way we treat them, the investments we make
today, will determine who and what they will become tomormow. Qur commitment to
ending violence against children can be ssen from the various government policles we
have put in place to prevent and respond to all forms of violence againgt children. The
Survey on Violence Agalnst Chiidren commisslonad by the Natlenal Population
Commission in 2014 gave us, for the first time, the data 1o fully understand the
magnitude of the problem. The adoption of a National Priority Agenda for Vulnerable
Chilldren 2013 — 2020 and the Daclaration of a year of Action to End Violence Agalnst
Children in 2015, and the establishment of a Technical Working Group on Violance
Agalnst Children (VAC) bear sloquant testimony te our pledge to end viclence agalnst
children in Nigeria. In 2017, Nigeria became a pathfinding country within the Global
Parmnership to snd viclence agalngt children.

We welcome the publication of the 2020 Global status report on preventing violence
against chiidren. We are happy to obssarve that Nigera's performance In promoting
positive norms and values has increased significantly in recent times, including the
proviskon of preventiva and responsive support services to survivors. Wea acknowledge
the need to improve the implementation and enforcement of laws, promote safe
environments for girls and boys, strengthen parental and caregiver support.

Restaiement of commitment to Ending Violence Against Children In Nigeria
Recalling our commitment to protect children from abuse, exploitation, rafficking, and
violence under Goal 16.2 of the Sustalnable Development Goals, we remaln fully
commitied to collective action at all levels to end all forms of violence against children.
Wae tharefore use the opportunity preseiiad by the National Polley Dlalogue to restate
our continued commitments:

1. The Federal Bovermment will support efforts of the ten remalining northern states
that are yst 1o domesticate the Child Rights Act of 2003. Where laws have been
passed, these atates will be supported to develop and roll out iImplementation
plans and ensure that the laws are enforced, and perpetrators held accountable
for acts of viclence committed against children.



2. Budgetary allocation and release of funds are critical to the avowed commitment
to ending VAC. The government will ensure that the Ministry of Budget and
National Planning allocates 10per cent of the country’s annual budget to relevant
agencies In a bid to strengthen child protection and soclal protection systems
and programmes.

3. The government will redouble offorts towards achieving universal birth
tegigtration in ordet ta improve the lives of our country's most vulnerable children
who remain invisible and without legal identity. We will continue to work with
relevart agencies to plan and implement a digital universal birth registration
syatem. .

4. The govamment wlll Implement the recommendations of Ra recant convening on
financing Safe Schools in Nigeria. We will work to enforca a ban on corporal
punishment in both the federal and state schools systems. This ban will be
axtended to all other settings to reduce the use of viclant discipline on children.

5. Recognieing the need to keep chlldren aafe In the digital classrooms and the
need to ensure that every child is free from sexual exploitation and abuse, the
govenment will demonstrate leadership and commitment by developing
appropriate laws and policles relating to cybersecurlty, safety and data
protection with a view o putting in place arobust Child Cnline Protection System
that involves regulatory agencles, law enforcement agencles, development
partners, telecommunication companies and intermnet service providers. This is
particulay important with the increasa in online laarning by students occasionad
by the COVID 19 pandamic.

6. We willl Invest In support services to protect and support chlidren affected by
viclence: not only will children be able to report incidents of violence, but when
thay report, the services wlll be avallable to thein. We will encourage more states
to establish Sexual Assault Referral Centres and One-Stop Cenftres to ensure
that victims receive all appropriate services. This will be followed by the setting
up national and state Child Helpline services to ensure that referral services are
available o children who nead them.

7. We will scale up household economic strengthening policies and programmes
thatimprove the well-being and protection of our children and caregivers.

The Faderal govemnment acknowledges the support of our development pariners
towards ending violence agalnst children and uses this opportunity to solicit your
continued technical and material support towards the realizetion of this noble chjective.

| thank you for your kind attention.



